1995-96 KIRIS OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM

SCORING WORKSHEET

Grade 4 — Reading Question 1

Type of Passage: Informational

The academic expectation addressed by this item includes:
1.2 Students make sense of the variety of materials they read.

The core content assessed by this item includes:
* Identify main ideas and the details which support them.

1. Three-Leaf Danger
Imagine that you and a friend are hiking in the woods when you see a poison ivy plant.
a. Explain to your friend why these plants could cause a health problem.

b. If your friend accidentally touches the poison ivy plant, what should your friend do?
Support your answer with examples from the article.
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SCORING GUIDE

Score Description

4 Response provides a detailed description of why poison ivy plants cause health
problems; shows an in-depth understanding of how to treat poison ivy by explainging
fully and using appropriate examples from the article.

3 Response provides a basic description of why poison ivy plants cause health proplems;
shows a complete understanding of how to treat poison ivy but uses examples frpm the
article that are not fully developed. Response may contain minor inaccuracies.

2 Response provides an adequate answer to only one part of the question or respgnds to
both parts of the question with weak examples from the article; response may in¢lude
major inaccuracies.

1 Response shows a minimal understanding of the article.
0 Response is incorrect or irrelevant.
Blank Blank/no response.

SOME KEY FACTS FROM THE ARTICLE:

 Poison ivy causes a rash and itching in three out of four people.
* Reaction comes from oil in plants and from smoke of burning plant.
« If you get poison ivy on your skin --

-- wash the affected area with soap as soon as possible to stop the ragh.
(Within 10 minutes is preferred.) Soap breaks down oil and reduces reagtion.
« If you already have a rash --

-- use either calamine lotion or hot water w/baking soda or cornstarch.

-- see a doctor if it gets worse.
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The article you are about to read tells you some useful facts about poison ivy. Read the article. Then answer
guestion 1.

Three-Leaf Danger

If you've ever had it, you know the incredible itching. The large red bumg~
or blisters. Yes, poison ivy or its relatives, poison oak and poison sumac, can |
a fun summer outing into an itchy nightmare.

Why are these plants such a problem? For one thing, nearly three out of f
people are allergic to them. What's more, the plants grow just about everywh
in North America. The allergen in these plants is contained in an oil found
almost any part of the plant. So it's not just the leaves that are dangerous.

This oll rubs off easily on clothes or skin when you brush against it. An
pets that roam where poison ivy grows can bring it back to you on their coat
fact, even the smoke from burning poison ivy can cause the rash on some peg

What can you do about a pesky rash maker like poison ivy? Learn to kn
the plant. The old saying “Leaves of three, leave them be” can help you rememn
what it looks like.

If you do get poison ivy on your skin, wash those areas with soap as sool
possible. The soap breaks down the oil and reduces the allergic reaction. D¢
this within 10 minutes can stop rashes or blisters before they start. If the poi
ivy is on your clothes, don’t touch them until you get home. Take them off witho
touching the parts that were in the ivy.

If you've already broken out, calamine lotion or hot water with baking soc
or cornstartch can help reduce the itching. If the poison ivy gets bad or you h
a history of bad poison ivy, see your doctor to get other medications. Of cou
the best way to avoid this nasty rash is to know what the plants look like -- gnd
stay away!

“Three -Leaf Danger” reprinted by permissionirrent Healtl®1 magazine, March 1994. Published and copyrighted © by
Weekly Reader Corporation All rights reserved.
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KIRIS ASSESSMENT ANNOTATED RESPONSE

GRADE 4 READING

Sample 4-Point Response of Student Work

a. If my friend and | were hiking through the woods and we saw a poison ivy plant, | would explain to my

friend why these plants can cause a health problem by explaining how three out of four people are allergi
them, how they grow just about everywhere in North Ameriga, and that the allergen in poison ivy plants is
contained in an oil found almost anywhere on the plant.

C to

o it isn't just the leaves that are dangerous. The oi

rubs off easily on clothes or skin when you brush againsyt'it. Pets that roam in areas where poison ivy grows c

bring it back to you on their coat. Even the smoke from/burning poison ivy can cause a rash on some peg

ple.

Response provides detailed description of why
poison ivy causes health problems.

b. If my friend accidentally touched the poison ivy plant he or she should wash those areas with soap, likg it

mentioned in the article. The soap breaks down the oil and reduces the allergic reaction. In the article
if poison ivy gets on your clothes don’t touch them until you get home. And try to take them off without
touching the parts that were in\ivy. In the article it also points out that if you've already broken out cala
lotion or hot water with baking seda or cornstarch can help reduce the itching, so my fri
too. The article also says if you have a history of bad poison ivy, or if the ivy gets b
get other medications, so my\friend\would also need to see his doctor, just to

on the e side.

t S

min

d should do that
, to see your doctor t

\

Response shows in-depth understanding of
how to treat poison ivy and uses appropriat

examples from the article.

Summary annotation statement: Student answers both parts of the question and identifies all of the main
of the passage as well as their supporting details.
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KIRIS ASSESSMENT ANNOTATED RESPONSE

GRADE 4 READING

Sample 3-Point Response of Student Work

A. These plants can cause a very bad helth problem because you will have red ichy bumps all over
you. You'r pets could bring it home and give it to you! Also the oilf'that is in the plants rubs against
you and soaks into your skin. The oil that Is in the plant is not just in the leafs, it's also in the stem.
You always need to know what these plants look like.

Response provides a basic description of why
poison ivy plants cause health problems.

B. If you get poison ivy on your skin, wash those areas with soap as soon as possible. The spap
breaks down the oil and reduces the allergic reaction. Doing this within 10 min. can stop rashes

or blisters befor they start. If the poison ivy is on your cloths don’t touch them until you get hgme.
Take them off without touching the parts that were in the ivy. If you'r already broken out, calamine
lotion or hot water with baking 'soda or cornstarch can help reduce the iching. If the poison ivy gets
bad or you have a history of bad poison ivy, see you'r doctor to get other medications. Of course,
the best way to avoid this nasty\rash is to know what it looks like -- stay away.

Response shows a complete understanding of
how to treat poison ivy and the examples a
well developed.

Summary annotation statement: Student gives a strong answer for part b, but a limited answer for part a.
dent identifies most of the main ideas of the passage as well as their supporting details.
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KIRIS ASSESSMENT ANNOTATED RESPONSE

GRADE 4 READING

Sample 2-Point Response of Student Work

a) If you are allergic to it you will break out and it can make you sick.
B) You need to wash it off with soap and water with in 10 minutes. If it is more than 10
minutes you need to see a doctor.

examples

a.) wash hands with soap

B.) see the doctor

C.) use calamine Lotion

d.) hot water with baking sod:

52

/

Response provides examples with no
development and contains some inaccuracigs.

Response to part a is inadequateg.

Summary annotation statement: Student minimally identifies a main idea of the passage. Some details are
included without reference to the main idea.

Sample 1-Point Response of Student Work

The poison ivy is dangerous. You have to wash off and put soap on yourself. Then, take you
clothes off if it has pol ivy.

-

Response shows minimal understanding of

the article.

Summary annotation statement: Student identifies only the most general main idea of the article, and provide
no supporting details.
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INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES

“Three-Leaf Danger”

Talk with students about the concept of “problem/solution” as it applies to this passage. The graphic structure
below will help students apply the concept to specific situations:

Problem/Solution Graphic Structures

Problem/Solution
Who

What
Why

Problen

Attempted Results

. |solutions
Solution| )

2. 2.

| End Result

Problem/Solution/Result

Problem Solution

—»

<

Result

A. Ask the students to list activities that are fun, but could become dangerous if proper precautions are not taken. Their
lists may include activities such as swimming, camping, hiking, flying a kite, bicycling, rollerblading, treeclimbing, etc.
Students may work alone or in groups to complete the following activity:

Choose an activity and design a safety pamphlet. It may include:
-- any kind of graphics/artwork the student would like to create or use that relates to the activity
-- a brief description of the conditions or a scenario in which this activity could be taking place
-- the potential dangers involved with this activity
-- a list of potential dangers associated with this activity and a sequence of safety precautions to be taken for avoiding
accidents.
-- the steps to follow should an accident occur
OR
B. Design a leaflet outlining school bus safety rules.

C. Research insects and animals (or reptiles) that pose a threat to humans and can be quickly identified by shape, colc
special markings. Design a brochure that describes these insects or animals and explains how a person can avoid dire
contact with them. List the procedures to follow should someone be stung or bitten by a specific insect or animal.

D. Assemble a first aid kit and prepare a first aid manual that demonstrates ways in which the items in the kit may be
used.
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